MEETING MINUTES

Unsaturated Soils Committee
Wednesday, March 10th, 2021
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm (Eastern Time)
Room: Virtual Meeting
1. Welcome/Introductions (McCartney)
- Started: 3:04 PM ; Majid move to start
Attendance: Muralee Muraleetharan, John McCartney, Majid Ghayoomi,
Ujwalkumar Patil, Matt Monteith, Omid Ghasemi-Fare, Aritra Banerjee, Xiong
Zhang, Matt Evans, Nick Hudyma, Gerald Miller, Laureano Hoyos, Jobair Bin
Alam, Iraj Noorany, Brad Keelor, Idil Akin, Tugce Baser, Raul Velasquez, Dunja
Peric, Jongwan Eun, Rene Laprade, Austin Olaiz, Aynaz Binyaz, Ravi
Ravichandran, Sandy Houston, Masoud Nobahar, Asif Ahmed, Krystina Scott,
Farshid Vahedifard, Jairo Yepes.
2. Review of Minutes from 2020 virtual meeting– Appendix (McCartney)
- Minutes were approved.
3. Updates on Recent Conferences
- No unsaturated soils conferences since the November meeting.
4. Updates on Upcoming Conferences
- 2nd International Conf. on Energy Geotechnics, La Jolla, CA (Chaired by John
McCartney and Ingrid Tomac)
i. Postponed until April 10-13, 2022 due to the pandemic.
ii. Proceedings is published in Fall 2020 open access through ISSMGE, with
several contributions on unsaturated soil mechanics.
iii. An additional call for extended abstracts will be sent out in Fall 2021.
iv. More information at www.icegt-2020.org
- IFCEE 2021, Dallas, Texas, May 10-14, 2021.
i. Online and remote components.
ii. Tugce: there would not be an unsaturated session due to low submissions.
iii. Brad: it would be the first time doing a hybrid system and a survey was sent
out to seek in-person/remote participation option.
iv. If you are only presenting there is no fee for registration.
v. A session on Energy Geotech by Omid was proposed but was not approved.
The session will be proposed again for Geo-Congress 2022.
rd
- 3 Pan-American Conference on Unsaturated Soils, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 2528, 2021. (Online)
i. John McCartney, Sandy Houston, Claudia Zapata, Laureano Hoyos, and
Gerald Miller will be delivering state of the art/keynote lectures.
- Geo-Extreme 2021 Specialty Conference, Savannah, Georgia, November, 7-10, 2021.
i. Vahedifard is the conference co-chair.
ii. 134 final papers accepted.
iii. 10 plenary speeches.
iv. Still opportunity to submit short course proposal.
- ICSMGE 2022, Sydney, Australia, May 1-6, 2022. Papers due: June, 1, 2021.
i. New event date and paper due date.
- UNSAT 2022 Conference, Greece, 2022. Papers due TBD.
1

i. Both in-person and online options are being pursued.
- Geo-Congress 2022; Charlotte, NC; March 20-23, 2022
i. 900 abstracts received.
ii. Drafts paper due June 11th , 2021
5. Reports from Liaison Organization Contacts
- TCC Update:
 A number of special projects were funded for this year.
 G-I web conference 2021 is planned for December 2021.
 Technical Committees have until April 30, 2021 to submit their State-of-theArt (SOA) and State-of-the-Practice (SOP) nominees. If interested please
email John, Majid, or Bill.
- G-I Geoenvironmental (McCartney)
 The manual of practice is completed and in line for publication.
- G-I Geology and Site Characterization (Puppala)
- G-I Shallow Foundations (Zhang)
 The guideline for design in expansive soil conditions; the first draft is
completed and was sent to both shallow foundation and unsaturated soils
committee for your feedback.
- G-I Soil Dynamics Committee (Ghayoomi)
- G-I Soil Properties and Modeling (Muraleetharan/Hoyos)
 The committee has co-sponsored a couple of awards with unsaturated soils
committee.
 They organized a virtual panel on remote education.
- ISSMGE TC 106 Unsaturated Soils (Zhang/Hoyos)
 There has not been a meeting since Hong Kong.
 There is a new committee TC105 (Geomechanics from Micro to Macro).
There is room for collaboration.
 No news on awards.
- ISSMGE TC 308 Energy Geotechnics (Sanchez)
- TRB AKG40 Mechanics and Drainage of Saturated and Unsaturated Geomaterials
(Siekmeier)
- ASTM D18.04 Hydrologic Properties and Hydraulic Barriers (Ghasemi-Fare)
 A new SWRC standard was put for vote.
6. Awards (McCartney)
- Review of G-I Nominations/Deadlines
i. Alfred Noble prize (May 1st deadline)
ii. The rest of awards have mostly September/October (Norman and Croes)
deadline; Middlebrooks has a November deadline.
- Award nomination procedures (Peric)
i. Awards subcommittee will evaluate papers on unsaturated soils published in the
relevant time period (July-June each year) in JGGE, IJOG, and JEM, and will
identify papers suitable for award nominations.
ii. Self-nominations are still encouraged, please submit nominations to the award
committee a month before the deadline.
iii. Paper award nominations must go through the chair of the awards committee
(Peric).
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iv.

If nominating a paper, please provide a justification that may be used in the
nomination letter.
- TC106 Nominations/Deadlines
i. Muralee Muraleetharan was nominated for TC106 International Award for
Innovation.
7. Progress on Webinar Series (Zhang)
- Committee members are encouraged to develop webinars on topics related to the
scope of the committee, and should consult with Xiong Zhang before writing a
proposal. The committee will consult with Krystina before submitting the webinar
proposal to ASCE.
- Future webinars
i. Innovative Foundation Design Methods for Structures on Expansive Soils
(Chao). 2021 TBD.
ii. Proposal submitted to ASCE (pending): Multiphysics in Unsaturated Soils:
Computer Simulation Beyond Stress and Strain Analysis (Zhen Liu).
iii. Proposal submitted to ASCE (accepted): Strain Localization in Unsaturated Soils
Triggered by Multi-physical Processes: Modeling & Practical Implications
(Xiaoyu Song).
iv. Proposal suggested: Slope Stability and Impacts of Climate Change (Murray
Fredlund).
v. Other proposals welcome. (ASCE grants a $500 honorarium per webinar.)
- Links to all of the committee’s archived webinars will be added to the website.
8. Virtual Speaker series
- Request is out for virtual speakers for G-I chapters. Chapters’ requests are listed and
the committees can look up. The names and titles should be sent by June with at least
4 speakers.
9. Web conference
- 2020 web-conference will be available on-demand as webinar.
- The template for web conference proposal will be shared.
10. Progress on Special Journal Issues
- Special issue of Geotechnical Testing Journal (ASTM International) on “Advances in
Laboratory Experimentation for Unsaturated Soils,” Guest Editors: Oliver-Denzil
Taylor, Laureano Hoyos, John McCartney & William Likos.
It will be published in May with 18 papers.
Laureano proposed to have a special session to discuss the special issue papers.
11. Update on Special Projects (McCartney)
- No speaker fund due to pandemic.
- Special projects will be on three topics each year, which will soon be announced. It is
likely that they will focus around GeoTechTools and DIGGS.
- One idea was to develop a set of videos/presentation for educational purposes
including short lectures.
- Manual of practice for design was also proposed.
- The budget can be used as a discount for geo-congress registration.
- 5-7 min videos to be posted on YouTube channel posing one question can be also be
done.
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-

The proposal should be submitted by August; the results will be announced in
September and funded in October.
12. Website Update (McCartney - Leo)
- Website is under update.
13. Other Business
- Student participation fund donations.
14. Adjourn
- Meeting adjourned 4:28 PM.
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